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The first white man's habitation in the territory now constituting Williamson
County was a military post established in 1836 under orders of the Provi-
sional Govermnment of Texas. It was a block house built by Capt. Tumlinson
and his company of rangers, near the head waters of Brushy Creek at the

place since known as block house spring, where the residence of Judge

A. S. Walker, Jr., is now situated. This post was occupied by the rangers
until the latter part of February.

Noah Smithwick, in his book "Evolution of a State" says that he was a mem-
ber of Tumlinson's company and assisted in building this block house;

that it was occupied by the rangers until Santa Anna invaded Texas, which,
he says, caused Tumlinson to fall back to Bastrop. There the command was
turned over to Major R. M. Williamson "Three Legged Willie", and he hurried
the company on to overtake Houston's army, but they did not reach San
Jacinto until the day after the battle. Smithwick says the rangers did not
return to the block house, and that it was destroyed by the Indians the
following summer and was never rebuilt.

During the Spring of 1839, Dr. Thomas Kenny, assisted by Joseph Barnhart

and others erected a fort on the South side of Brushy Creek at a place then

known as Brushy Cove, and since 1853 as the W. T. Dyer homestead. The site

of the old fort is just below the crossing of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas
Railroad and is now owned by Mrs. Jennie Davis. When the fort was compleied
it was occupied by Joseph Wicks (or Weeks) and his family, Maj. Chennyworth,
Jas. Rice, Henry Castleberry, Jack Angel, and others, aggragating in all

a force of about fifteen men.

In the fall of 1839 Dr. Kenny brought his family, consisting of his wife

and three children, from Bastrop and they made their home at the Fort. The
evening of their arrival smoke was discovered in a northerly direction from
the Fort, indicating the presence of Indians in the vicinity. On the follow-
ing morning, Dr. Kenny, Maj. Chennyworth, Joseph Wicks, and Jack Angel
started out to investigate. When they reached the bluff on the south side
of Gunn's branch, where it runs into Chandler's branch, and East of the
place where William Stinnett now lives, they were attacked by Indians who
were lying in ambush behind the bluff. Dr. Kenny was shot through the leg,
the ball passing entirely through his horse. Wicks was shot in the left arm
which was shattered from the elbow to the shoulder, and Chennyworth was
wounded in the nose by an arrow. The men turned immediately and fled toward
the fort. After going about a mile the wounded horse had to be abandoned,
and Dr. Kenny was mounted on Angel's horse, the owner running on foot and
carrying Dr. Kenny's saddle. They soon reached the fort which was about
four miles from the place where they were attacked.






























